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PhD Game

Landing on the Moon: Getting a Ph.D.:

Small Step = One Man Giant Leap = One Person
Giant Leap = Mankind ,ns,g,,,“,,c"ay,',, Step— Mankind

WWW, PHDCOMICS,.COM
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The use of the masculine gender has been adopted for
ease of reading and has no discriminatory intent.
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Description

The PhD Game offers a playful approach to exploring the journey of
obtaining a PhD thesis. Suitable for all PhD students, regardless of
their level of advancement, this game takes the form of a goose
game. Whether individually or in teams, players move through the
squares and encounter various situations related to the doctoral
experience. They then collectively share their experiences,
anecdotes, and advice. The objective is to progress through as
many squares as possible to facilitate exchanges and discussions
about the doctoral journey.
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Materials

One dice
Several pawns
The printed game
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Instructions

As ateam or individually, assign yourself a counter.

Roll the dice and move your pawn to the corresponding square.
Read the situation aloud. Share your experiences, anecdotes
and advice freely.

Repeat until you have completed the PhD journey.

Have fun!

Details
Note that some squares (e.g., joker, prison) and instructions
(e.g., square jump) may be optional.
Note that some squares and instructions can be adapted to
suit the country, university, faculty, research field, etc.
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License

The game is licensed under

CC BY-NC-SA 4.0
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

(@0l
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It’s your first day!

Your supervisor is

not there to

welcom you ...

No worries, your
research team is there !
Move forward

3 squares ...
ACADEMIA

PRO CON
You CAN WoRkE WHENEVER

You WANT! BVERY DAY You WORK ON SATURDAYS.
1S A SATURDAY!
gﬂ‘ g ,“:' < . 7
! | [
S = 5
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In 10 seconds, tell
us about the
field of your

research team.

1D LAKE TO INTRORXE Yoy
TO BETH AN ANTHRORD-
LLOGY PM.0. STUDENT.

W

(a1, MomLs your
RESEARCH GOING 2

. DON'T YoU KNOW 11’5 CEZ, WHY DON'T |
WHAT'S THE BAD MANNE RS TO ASK v((m ALK WER FOR
MATTER WITH A PHD, STUDENT THAT, WER WEIGAT ORR
7 WER AGE WHilk
-1 . UK, —\YoU'RE AT 172
! | pCK!
|

THANKS TO MIGVE L ...

JORGE CHAM ©THE STANFORD DALY
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You are finally /
set up and
ready to work.
Move forward
2 squares

—

MY PEAK PRODUCTIVITY
A
DETRACTIONS o T;OHRED f

USUALLY AROUND 2:00am

»
,/‘

/1,

Wi PHRCOMICS, COM
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Focus on the administrative
formalities you'll need to complete

your PhD!
Who can help you?

N\
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Don't forget to

accumulate ECTS for )
your doctoral

training...Take the

-
time to gather as / '
much information as J
you can!

Skip
1turn

24 (CC




To progress, you'll to
» have to learn how to
"work" with your
supervisor.
Tell us how you
organize yourself!

How to read a Professor's door

Closed Half-open Wide Open Slightly ajar
x>
8
a
3
¥
-
oba "I just walked in to “Proceed with
) get a few things caution.”

before | have to
run to my next
meeting "
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You deserve a
break ... See you
at 10.30 am at the
coffee corner!
Move back 3
squares if you
prefer to stay in
your office!

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




Tomorrow you'll be giving
your first class...
How did you get through your
night of anxiety?




You don't know
where to start y
you research ! /
Any advice on

how to get -
started? Who

can help you?

JORGE CHAM © 2009

THE ORIGIN OF THE THESES
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It's your time!
Any question, worry, annoyance?
Anything else? See you at the
doctoral students' lunch!

=

¥ (’T o ’:
m=pPhD studenis2Z8 . e 1]
K . otherstudentsy~
‘ complaininglhow
W | stressfulihere
: : courseis
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You receive an
unsatisfied
student... Roll the

dice again!
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You defined your
first thesis goal
with your
supervisor.

How do you
doit?

FINDING A NEW ARTICLE

JoY
A
OH Ho, THEY
ALEEADY WEOTE
YOUR THESIS!
-

RELEVANCE TO YoUR THESIS /

SORGE CHAM B 2012
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PhD Aife

What people thinke

8 Work
o Sociak

@ Sleep

Wlab  @'thas, B ayiyg
D fkeading @ paniny B &G4
S 0 Nhhvg D Worrying Dd.\;f‘ga\'%*
“{": B Analysis @ More feading O fear

s TQO‘LK“S a* m}w\}k , --l‘\\uxbr\.\

didnt W L

In addition
to your
research,
there are
service
tasks.

How to
get
involved?
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ponce 9 STAGES sanoam

OF GRIEF

DEPRESSION




You urgently need your
supervisor and he can't be reached.

Skip
1 turn

Wi, PHDCOMICS, COM

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




You realize that your research is
not for you. You change the subject
or look for other opportunities.

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




THE FASTEST
THINGS ON ERRTH

e

CHEETAH AIRPLANE

SPEED OF LIGHT Desk rejection

Wait for your
release or make
a SIX on your
next turn

%
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You're taking
part in your
first conf’,
and it's great :
fun! Tell us /
about it then /
roll the dice ‘ /

Seminar _ Relevance x Food
Appeal ~

(Distance)?

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




Google Scholar?
PURE? Research
Gate, ...? Name
and explain all
the tools you
kRnow.

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




Would you like to
change
your thesis
supervisor?
We won't tell him!

WHAT You TUHINK OF YOUR PROFESSOR ve, TIME

SHE OR
HE 1S A OK, THEYRE
A\ GENws!! ONE OF

THE BEST,
BUT MAYBE
Bt R

p Y RE 13 18

“OK];DO D%/TENSY . T@s

| CooL CAME TO

BETeR.  KioW WY Tiecic pack ol
THEY'RE ’
DONG??

>

st 2nd 3rd th Sth
YEAR YEAR YEAR YEAR YEAR TiMe

JORGE Cuam D 2014

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)wWWW.PHDCOMICS. COM




You're at the
beginning of
your thesis

and haven’t
yet had a paper
accepted!

4

Is it a problem?

ASAP, - THE GRAD STUDENT VERSION:

TRANSLATION: YoU SHOULD HAVE
DolE THIS YESTERDAY.

A.S.hP. - THE PROFESSOR VERSION:

'N'IJ..L EEVEW YOUR PAPER
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
-
]
TRANSLATION: ILL &ET IT DoHE ‘E-IDME
TME TS CENTURY.

JCRGE CHAM © 201

Faculty of Computer Sci

Wi, PHDCOMICS. COM
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It's September and you
still haven't re- By
registered! B — %
Without it,
no renewdl ...
Take a trip to jail!

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




Congrats
you
survived
your 1
thesis year!
We're
celebrating!

Let's toast
and free the
prisoners!

VACATION RELAXATION?

TRY TO FINIGH
gkmmWG xgﬁé%?m' Hﬁﬁiﬁfm
INGS
BRIEELY NOTICED You
LEAVE! AAAUHM! You WAVE To 350 NEW eR
Do WHEN you  \(SONSDER  mecchGEs € GO
y [ GET BACK. BACK. N NBOX!! DOEG THAT
STRES ) MEAN YOURE
TR S aaahhh... / ﬁ&;&%
REALIZE !
CHECK THERE'S WAT, MOST
E-MAL. MORE TO LIFE OSFPE— S
M.
RESIST R BACK TO
URGE TO & “NORMAL
CHECK EXISTENTIAL d
E-MAL. CRisS. 2
N
”~
T™ME

VACATION

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)
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After the initial enthusiasm,
you start to feel

discouraged /‘

by the task.

D
A

[
l
k Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024|(CC)




You're in your second year, what
are your goals?

(4 / y

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




Zoom in on
the already
acquired
ECTS in
your
doctoral
training.
Explain your
experience
at this
stage.

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




It's your time!
Any question, worry, annoyance?
Anything else? See you at the
doctoral students' lunch!

" In order to play the role of an insane

and mentally depressed person in the
movie "Joker", Joaquin Phoenix

completed a self-funded PhD

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




Another paper
rejected! Are
you really the

problem?
Zoom in on

reviewers' /‘ Y "

"types"! Move -

back 2 squares ‘ J

AREYOU REVIEWER2?

)N

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




Your poster won 1*t prize, and you
break out the champagne... &
Cheers! Move forward 3 squares!

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




You forgot to take part in the
scientific college... Go to jail!

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)



You're
overwhelmed
by student
corrections and
can't make any
headway on

your thesis.
GRADER TYPES

oPTIMIST PeESSMIST REALIST
N ATISTICALLY N
hNe.TrEEE%E ARE mew“&% ARE E&Eﬁm ﬂ': o
HALF RisMT! HALF WRoNGE! S hl p
i L
ol % 3 1 n \
B A8 > : ¥ = 1turn
- — AL > . . - E
[ :
. | - : - = WwWwW. PHRDCOMICS, COM
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Time flies! Check your agenda:
there's a deadline for your mid-
term evaluation!

Free the

prisoners, _

they also

must /

move on!

VEITE WRITE WEITE WEITE
NRITE WRITE WRITE WRITE]
WRITE WRITE WRITE \M‘Rgél
VRITE WRITE WRITE WR

NRITE WRITE WRITE WRITH
VEITE WRITE WEITE WEIMTH
NEITE WRITE WEITE WEIMH
VEITE WRITE WRITE WRITE]

- bl

ez
WRITING: JUST ADD COFFEE,

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur"'i‘dﬂ%%?cmcs' GOk




The deadline for THE conference
you must attend ends in 2 days...
Don’t you sleep to submit

something or

Will it be for
next year?

/-'-'_'

[Hours unrieprarer] ——

DEROLINE: 00.00:17

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




You realize
that your
former
classmates
earn 3 times
more than

4

e p
-

you! Yet you ¥ &%

persevere...
Roll the dice
again!

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




Zoom in on your steering
committee! What exactly is its role?

YOUR THESIS COMMITTEE

Alsoknownnmmpou-blydm it ther n
one room bul who nevertheless hold yu&’egz, “t.;cgi
depending on their sbility 1o reach 8 uv.lud COMBens,

i1t

JORGE CHAM ©2012

Advorsa"l
Your Professor The Guru ThoAsswele ¢ TheAsssetant
P
Simultaneously your Only here for the Has bitter rivalry with Nice gu Y
biggest ally and your free cookies your Professor and will No enkcas. O cosent Deseve
worst enemy. Will be Don't forget to argue the exact ’ they were on ‘hego
the first to suggest bring cookies. opposite view. Work omeyr side just like
you do more work. W, _+ this to your advantage you Pretonds 10 be
‘\~_¥..-—’ an adult

1 J
NONE OF THEM WILL ACTUALLY READ YOUR ENTIRE THESIS.

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




Your mid-term
-~ J evaluation is

- / approaching!
S Get ready and
discuss it with

Your supervisor.

i YOU FEEL GULTY ABOUT ENGAGING S
i IN A NON-WORK ACTIV(TY. DO YOU: vy

A) STOP DOING THE ACTIVITY AND
GET BACK TO WORK. o

B) STOP WORRYING ABOUT WORK
AND ENJOY THE ACTWVITY.

€) DECIDE YOU WILL DO BOTH AT
THE SAME TIME, THEREBY NEMUER | |2
GETTING ANY WORK DONE, NOR
ENJOYING THE ACTIVITY.

WWW.PHDCOMICS.COM
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Landing on the Moon:

Getting a Ph.D.:

T
]
Small Step = One Man Giant Leap = One Person ]
Giant Leap = Mankind |ns,gnm,'“ Step— Mankind é
¥

WWW,PHDCOMICS, COM

Wait your release
J or make a SIX on
,/ your next turn
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It's your time!
Any question, worry, annoyance?
Anything else? See you at the
doctoral students' lunch!

SAVEY,

WHEN YOU ASK A PHD STUDENT, WHEN
THEY'RE SUBMITTING THEIR THESIS

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




You forgot to 7 ‘
mention the name
of your supervisor

on your latest / .
paper...

Sacrilege!

Go to jail!

THE EVOLUTION OF INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

™ GONNG TO ™ GOING TO M GONG TO
|’t;€66\g:§c1‘;0 RECEARCH RESEARCH RESEARCH
WHATEVER wpu;m" m&ﬁﬁmﬁ:\: YL m—;;y ™ GoG TO
RANT
1 WANT! ATl WANTS! R e el

g

Q@

3

é BEFOR TUDE ASCICTANT TENURED R
EFORE  GRA NT ASSIST) EMERITUS

" GRAD SCHooL i PROFECSOR  PROFEGSOR  PROFESEOR

WWW.PHDCOMICS.COM
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Your research is not advancing as
fast as you'd like! Take a break!

| HAVE <0 MUCH TO DO

{ (o] A =4
Y (T2 OH MAN, WHY CAN'T 1 zz72%...
{60 o SLeEP??
0= I\
- O S
." -~ e - f ‘_ I//v \\\
. -
T

WWW.PHDCOMICS.COM




It's University Day! Go and have
fun with your colleagues.

\J\J

The common relationship between
PhDs and alcohaol

Faculty of Computer Science, Unlver5|ty of Namur 2024 (CC)




Wondering why
you wanted to
do a thesis?
Remember your
initial
motivations ...

# Edit Profile

In a relationship | s and:
with It's complicated | » L
my Thesis I p

lx l
WiWW PHDCOMICS, COM

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)
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The Scientific Secretary
is there for you!
How can he
help you?

Go to jail

if you don’t
kRnow it...

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)



You've just spent a year without
publishing... Is it really a problem?

READ. WRITE. RINSE. REPEAT.

-.._|_.:_-. _-_
PHOCOMICS.COM
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Congrats! You've passed
your mid-term evaluation...
Tell us all about it!

Move forward | |
2 squares! (
o I 4

. ) 5 B »
-4 N 2
» v
¥

£4 2 ‘_At..l

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




You are confirmed, take stock of
your service tasks too.

Student

everything else your thesis

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




You're off to the other side of the
world for a conference. Write about
your trip in the faculty magazine!

. . (PING) THE CAPTAN <)
HAS TURNED OFF THE &
SEAT BELT SIGN...

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




The end of the thesis
is close and you

still have new

ideas ...

You hesitate:

stop or continue?

'™M DONE WITH
EXPERIMENTS,

()

WELL, THERE'S ONE MORE.
BUT THEN ILL BE DohE.

THE LAST THREE YEARS OF YOUR PH.D.

JORGE CHAM B 2016

PHDCOMICS.COM
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You’re wondering
whether you'll finish
on time. ...

You would like

to have a

teaching relief!

"FINAL doc

)

FINAL _rev.2.doc

\¢ =

CEmAL.doc!

L,

; ! D -
FINAL _rev.6.COMMENTS. doc FlN/(-\: _rev.8.commentsS.

ORRECTIONS.doc
teack
o [
g - (3
] 1/
. s
5 /@mé‘-‘-_i‘

i)
FINAL _rev.18.comments?. FlNAL_rev.ZZcomme’nTs‘-l?.
correclions?.MORE.30.doC  ¢orrections.10.#@$%WHYDID
ICOMETOGRADSCHOOL?22?.doc

{

A

:
) S

WWW.PHDCOMICS. COM
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"It's not complete enough,

it's not well structured,

Ineed more  ippmees
data, ..." ‘,{7

RELAX!
The perfect
thesis does

NOT exist !

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




You realize you've
only got a few | r
months left... \

|
Big panic! | /

Do you go to the naturopath or do
you prefer to go for a drink?

WWW.PHDCOMICS.COM
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First draft
Validated ! / |

Move forward e J

2 squares !

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




You procrastinate.
Skip 1 turn.

o))

ENJOYMENT OF A
NON-WORK ACTIVITY:

Skip
1 turn

&

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




You're slowly thinking about your
defense!
More pub-potato chips or
reception and puff pastries ?

When ?;ou finally got y
our PhD but you forgot
ow to celebrate

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




It's your time!
Any question, worry, annoyance?
Anything else? See you at the
doctoral students' lunch!

JDI L

After you finally get your PhD

eil ‘

"Can you introduce
me as Doctor?"

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




The home stretch!
On the agenda :
layout,
acknowledgement,
corrections, etc.

/

»

What tools can help you?

-
/

DO You WRITE
“THE DATA 1©..."
OR “THE DATA
ARE..."?

THAT 1S A DEEP
PHILOSOPHICAL
QUESTION,
ACTUALLY.

1S (T SINGULAR
OR PLURAL?

Wass
is"

INFORMATION «

lllll
\o110

(T DEPENDS ON WHETHER!

You CONSIDER DATA To
BE FACTS (PLURAL) OR
INFORMATION (WHICH
& SINGULAR).

TS A FASCINATING
GRAMMATICAL
CONUNDRUM.

A

2?
DATA-FACTS
? =

.,.il \

WHAT I | ONLY
HAVE ONE
DATA POINT?

V

THEN YOU HAVE
BIGGER PROBLEMS
THAN GRAMMAR.

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)WWW.PHDCOMICS.COM




It's your last = 4/
conference f |

as a PhD
student !
Make the

most of it ! " U

sGHEAT B(INFEIIENGE' .

EVEBYTHIIIG WAS GOOD:FOOD;DRINKS,
AND EVEN THE PRESENTATIONS! il

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




Is your life a monologue with your
thesis? social calendar
The people around
you don't even
listen to you
anymore !

Change of scenery ...

4

(j/ )

Faculty of Computer Sci rsity of Namur 2024 (CC)




Your private
defense is coming

up... You have a — —
thousand of — —

questions! ( J( J
Who can reassure

you?

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




You passed your private defense,
congratulations !

Don't forget to

take all
feedback
Into account...

U, THIS 1S BATH WAND-

COMPLETELY WRMHE 1 TUE

LLESBLE? J| otlly whyY PEOPLE
REMEMBER WERE

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




--L . Sarah Whelan Curtis

@sarahwcurtis

Yes, | did a photo shoot with my thesis.
Longest labor ever. #phdlife

Thesis
submission

How is it
going?

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




Your defense is
coming up... How do
you prepare for it?

%W\‘\’An : |

Think about the prg:m
defense !

fr_..
b—

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)



Your public po
defense is 2
tomorrow...

You defend

your
thesis tomorrow

How are you
feeling ?

Faculty of Computer Science, University of Namur 2024 (CC)




YES ! You have won...
You've defended your thesis!




PhD Game

Fanny Boraita
Maxime Gobert
Boris Cherry

Maxime André

Faculty of Computer Science
University of Namur
2024 (CO)
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