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This book tackles a broad question, how knowledge of God is acquired in Christian initiation, and aims to answer it through the study of early Christian catechesis. The title of the book is broader than its contents: the focus is on selected Latin texts written between the second and the fifth century, not only (Irenaeus of Lyons) but mainly from North Africa (Tertullian, Cyprian, Augustine, later sermons) and Italy (Ambrose, other Italian bishops). Beyond the reasonable statement that the choice was a matter of ‘restricting the project scope to a manageable size’ (212), a more developed explanation for the selection of these sources would have been welcome. The inclusion of an Eastern perspective would have enriched the book and would have mitigated the big chronological gap in the evidence between Cyprian (250s) and Ambrose (370s). 
The first chapter discusses Graeco-Roman and early Christian precedents to catechetical literature. It underlines – not always avoiding a teleological approach – that core features of catechesis such as memorisation, short formulas and multi-staged initiation anticipated the developments of the early Christian catechumenate.  The eight chapters that follow provide a panoramic view of catechetical literature and identify key approaches to teaching. Fogleman adopts an inclusive perspective as to what constitutes catechesis (for example he includes several works of Irenaeus) and, in light of recent research, is particularly keen to highlight continuity in catechetical themes before and after the advent of Constantine and the expansion of Christendom. The reader wonders whether the book could also have questioned the distinction between second-century ‘school Christianity’ and the later episcopate (211), since the analysis shows both continuity in the pedagogical role of the bishop as well as a lasting concern for anti-heretical discourse. A strength of the book is to highlight key ways in which knowledge of God was acquired: the Rule of Truth (Irenaeus), the simplicity of enacted rituals (Tertullian), hidden knowledge revealed through intense training (Hippolytus literature), taking part in the true Church (Cyprian), seeing the world with spiritual eyes (Ambrose), rethinking nature in Christian terms and using analogical reasoning to express the ineffable (Italian bishops), experiencing the love of God through Christ (Augustine) and creating a new self (other African sermons). As such, this synthesis provides a welcome contribution to our understanding of Christian education in late antiquity.
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